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force, to retaliate or to defend themselves physically. I saw a man
who was severely assaulted at Dannhauser yesterday, and the
assault was cruel. He states that he had gone to fetch water and
was assaulted by one of the compound managers. The man him-
self is able-bodied and well able to defend himself, but on account
of the above order having been issued, he did not defend himself,
and suffered the severe injury without a word. He is now being
looked after in Newcastle, and he will certainly make a deposition
in this by no means isolated case.
We are at present putting up with physical injury, insults and
everything. The reason why we ask the men to strike is that by
means of such demonstration we may bring about the repeal of
the £3 tax. It was stated during the last session of Parliament
that the majority of employers of labour in Natal were adverse
to the removal of the tax. I feel that the only way in which such
employers can be brought to see the humanity of removing it is
for the men to strike work. The strikers will immediately resume
work as soon as the Government see their way to make a promise
that the tax will be repealed during the coming session of Parliament
If they make that promise, they will simply be fulfilling their obli-
gation to Mr. Gokhale which, Lord Ampthill says, they incurred
during the interview that took place between Mr. Gokhale and the
ministers.
I may also add that the Government were not without notice
that the strike was also on our programme. I addressed a letter1
on the 28th September to that effect to the Government.2
Sand Daily Mail, 23-10-1913
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[newcastle,
Before October 23, 1913}
WE HEAR YOU TOLD THE COLLIERIES* MANAGERS THAT
THE INDIANS WERE ADVISED TO STRIKE FOR A
GENERAL	STRUGGLE,	AND	THAT	THE	STRIKERS
1	Vide "Letter to Secretary for Interior**, pp. 214-5. The official assessment
of the strike situation was summed up in a confidential despatch from the Gover-
nor-General to the Colonial Office, dated October 23, 1913; mde Appendix IX.
2	Hie report concluded with the observation by Rand Daify Mail: " . . .
the women mentioned above have been arrested at Newcastle and the strike
is assuming larger proportions. It is no longer confined to the coal fields, but
is extending to the sugar and tea plantations and to the railways in Natal/'

